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Greetings :

The 2009 Board of Directors has been
working the past several
months getting ready for the
upcoming season. There will
be a significant change to
the PNFOA for 2009—a lo-
cation change for the mem-
bership meetings. The
WIAA recently decided to charge us
for borrowing their space at the Ren-
ton WIAA building and so we are
looking elsewhere for a venue that is
cheaper, or better yet, free of charge.
It is likely the meetings will meet
somewhere in Bellevue. The BOD has
also voted to bring back 2 crews for
the 2009 season. Jason Capps will be
contacting V1's who are playoff ineli-
gible to solicit participation in crews.
Capps will also make recommenda-
tions to the BOD for A2s, V3s, and
possibly V2s that would be prime can-
didates to be on crews. Many current
members have indicated the positive
aspects of working with the same 5-7
officials for the duration of the sea-
son.

Further, the mentor program will con-
tinue in 2009. If you were a mentor in
2008 please contact your mentee soon to
make sure they are ready to roll this
fall. Additionally, the observer pro-
gram (organized by Chris Storey)
will continue in 2009 and the BOD is
looking to expand the number of ob-
servers so more members get the
feedback.

Finally, dates have been set for summer
rules study. Like years past we will
have a north and south location. The
dates/locations are below (Tuesdays):

North
House

end: Phil Christensen’s

South end: Kent Memorial Park

(850 N. Central, Kent, WA)
July 21, 28
August 4, 11

Have a great summer and get in those
rule books!

Mike Livingston
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Puget Sound Teams to be Tested in 2009,

In what is becoming a trend two top teams in
the Puget Sound and the West Coast
(Bellevue and Skyline) have scheduled
games this upcoming season with some of the
most talented teams in the country. Four
games of note include:

(1) Bellevue @ Katy (TX),
Sept. 12th, 7pm

Saturday,

This game is so big it has its

own website—no kidding!
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www.clashofchampions.com/).

Both teams are coming off of

state championships. The Katy
Tigers have a long tradition of excellence in
Texas and the game will be played using
NCAA rules (given that Texas high school
football uses NCAA instead of NFHS rules/
mechanics).

(2) Grant Union (CA) @ Bellevue
(Seattle Memorial), Saturday,
Sept. 19th (Time TBD)

In 2008 the Grant Union Pacers, out of
Sacramento, CA, defeated Long Beach Poly
25-20 to win their first every California
State Championship. The Pacers finished
last season as the 6th ranked team in the
USA Today Super-25 teams in the country.
The Pacers will play Bellevue on Sept. 19th
at Seattle Memorial.

(3) Jesuit (OR) @ Skyline (Qwest,
Seattle, WA), Saturday, Sept.
5th, 5:30pm

The Jesuit Crusaders, out of Portland,
Oregon, were 2008 OSAA 6A Semifinalists
and Metro League Champions. The Cru-
saders will play WA State 4A champs Sky-
line in the 4th game of the Emerald City
Kickoff Classic . Skyline finished the 2008
season ranked #5 in the USA Today Super-
25.

SPARTANS

By Jason Capps

(4) Oaks Christian (CA) @ Skyline, Fri-
day, September 18th, 7pm (Live on
ESPNU)

And finally, in what may be the most intrigu-
ing high school football game in 2009, in the
Pacific Northwest, the Oaks Christian Lions,
out of Westlake Village, CA (north of Los An-
geles), are coming off an undefeated 2008
campaign and will play at the Spartans on
Friday, September 18th. Not only is this a
potentially great matchup of quality
teams, but the QB of the Lions just
happens to be Nick Montana (yes son
of 3-time Super Bowl MVP/4-time Su-
per Bowl Champion Joe Montana). The
same Nick Montana who in early June
verbally committed to play college
football for the Washington Huskies. I've also
heard that the elder Montana was recently
hired as an official assistant coach of the Oaks
Christian squad for 2009. As if more buzz was
needed Wayne Gretsky's son as well as Actor
Will Smith’s kid plays for the team.

SKYLINE

High school football in the Pacific Northwest
is clearly alive and well!

Tough Economy Threatens High School/College Sports

As states across the country slash budgets, given t he

recession and tanking economy, there is no doubt th at
officiating is and will be affected. There are many
areas of the country where high school and college
athletic programs are being eliminated or
scaled back enormously. In areas where prop-
erty values have plunged (California, Nevada,
Arizona to name a few) public schools have lost
millions in funding.

In Washington the outlook for high school and
middle school sports programs is a bit un-
known, but clearly the latest budget offerings are
good sign. According to reporting in the

not a
Seattle Times
lawmakers in Olympia have proposed cuts of $1.3

billion (for 2009-11) to public schools and higher
tion. $877 million will be cut for public schools a nd we
have already seen hundreds of teachers laid off, hi ring
freezes, suspension of cost of living raises, and s everal

educa-

shutting their doors for good. The one sav-
ing grace for our state is the fact that prop-
erty values have remained somewhat stable
over the past couple of years—not down 10-
25% like in some parts of the coun-
try.

Public colleges and universities in
WA have also taken a significant
hit—$513 million according to the
Seattle Times. One result of the cuts
has been Western Washington
University deciding to cut football from
their athletic program for 2009. This is
tough break for those working small college
football and for those who aspire to work
that level of football. Given that there are
already few schools in the Pacific North-
west with football teams, losing one means

By Randall Hauk & Jason Capps

losing 10 or more assignments (or 70 individual as-
signments).

The real question is has the economy bottomed out o r
will the recession worsen before it gets better? Ge t 10
economists in a room and 5 will say we are at the
bottom and 5 will say the bottom hasn’t been reache d
yet. Even when the economy does make a strong
recovery that doesn’t necessarily mean that tax rev e-
nues will go up enough to properly fund education a t
all levels in WA state—given the anti-tax fervor th  at
seems to percolate in America. If officials want to
continue to work games, and try to have a positive
impact on the youth of our community, perhaps we
should take a more active role in pressuring lawmak -
ers in Olympia to realize the profound negative im-
pacts their budget cuts will have on the lives of t he
people we serve. The benefits of athletics are imme as-
urable and should be protected.

2009 Emerald City Kic

For the past six years the WIAA
has hosted the Emerald City
Kickoff Classic and in 2009 the
event will continue with the fol-
lowing lineup of games at Qwest
Field:

koff Classic

\\#Z Seahawks Stadium
Seattle, Washington

, Saturday, September 5th

Lynden vs. Archbishop Murphy,

9:30

South Kitsap vs. Kennewick 12:00

Capital vs. O'Dea 3:00

Skyline vs. Jesuit (Oregon) 5:30

Issaquah vs. Bothell 8:00
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From the Apprentice Chair,

Our initial
apprentice
B meeting
will be
held Tues-
day, July
14th  at a
location
TBD in Bellevue at 6:00pm. This year
we will have 1 training site. Appren-
tice Training Dates are the scheduled
for the following days/times (all Tues-
days in Bellevue):

Bellevue, WA
July 14, 21, 28, August 4, 11, 18
Gavin Anderson

refgav@yahoo.com

By Gavin Ander

In the past couple of years we have
posted an ad on craigslist to aid in
recruitment and it has been a very
effective use of $25. Check out this
year's post to the site.

Feel free to copy the link and send to fam-
ily/friends/acquaintances to let them know
about PNFOA!

son

Constitutional Amendment
Proposals Due to Tim Stern by
June 30th, 2009.

Per the PNFOA Constitution pro-
posals must have no less than 10%
of the membership sign the pro-
posal voicing their support. Given
our numbers this would mean
that in order to submit a proposal

members need 12 signatures.

Please direct any questions or
comments to Constitution Chair
Tim Stern (timstern@gmail.com).

http://seattle.craigslist.org/see/etc/122382544.ht

Membership,

It is already June and so recruitment ef-
forts are in full-swing. As per the “Tough
Economy” article it is interesting to

chart increases and decreases in
interest in officiating given the

state of economy. Most data suggest

that when the economy is strug-

gling more people will be seeking
part-time work and officiating looks

like a more attractive option than taking
that job bagging groceries for extra cash.
Interest in the PNFOA has seen a slight
up-tick from the last couple of years. The
key is getting people to not only show in-
terest but show up for an apprentice meet-

By Jason Capps

ing or summer scrimmage. In other words,

prospective members have to have that hook

that plugs them in to why so many of
us are passionate about officiating
football in the fall. We are continuing
to put ads on Craigslist/Seattle Times,

hand out our brochures, and encour-

age members to bring in new people
(via the dues incentive we have done

in the past). If you know of people who are
interested please send them to our website
(www.pnfoa.org) and tell them to email me at
cappsj@seattleu.edu. Thanks so much fo
your efforts to aid in recruiting.

r

Big Fella’s Corner,

Reminders for 2009 Season

1. 2009 PSA Agreement

2. 2009 NFHS Rules Test (100 question T/F Test)
3. 2009 WOA Online Clinic

4. 2009 PNFOA Play Situation Test (8/25/09)

5. Availability for Sept.—November

6. Prepare Your Spouse/Partner for Friday Nights
Alone in the Fall!

By John Lindsey

2009 WOA Conference—August 14-15

Yakima Convention Center, Yakima,
WA

(Sign up at WOA website)
John Lindsey
jwlassigner@comcast.net

(206) 367-8255
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Aspire to Work in the NFL? NFL Referee Ed Hochuli's

Many PNFOA members have a cur-
rent or future interest in work-

ing college and NFL level
games. | asked NFL Referee
Ed Hochuli for his advice to
aspiring NFL officials. Ed rec-

ommended 11 steps that can
help you move up to the next
level, which we’ll cover in a
two-part series. Step 1: Ed
emphasized it's most important to
“officiate for the love of it, not for the
level.” According to Ed, “There are
many officials in just Arizona, alone,
who are better officials than |
am; guys | learned so much from and
without who's help | would never be
close to where | am. But they never
worked in the NFL. | was lucky. | was
in the right place at the right time.”

We all love the game of football and
officiate for that reason, take a mo-

)
h‘;

ment each weak to focus on that and
keep your mind in the right
place. Step 2: Anytime you
work, take it seriously and give
_ it your best. Ed explained that
-~ “You never know who's watch-
~_ing. I've recommended guys
. I've seen in Pop Warner games
. to college supervisors.” Accord-
ing to Ed his biggest break
came when he was working a scrim-
mage and, unbeknownst to him, the
supervisor of the Pac-10 was sitting in
the stands watching. By
doing your best every
time you step on the
field, and continue to
improve your skills.
Step 3: Ask for feed-
back and take it when
you get it. Ed says, “My observations
of officials has proven to me that it's

11 Steps to Moving Up — Part 1,

7
United States Specialty Sports Association
Play The Best - Play USSSA

by Max Meyers

the best officials who most want the
feedback, and the mediocre officials
don't want to waste their time with feed-
back or criticism.” Step 4 : Attend clin-
ics, whenever possible. Many of the
clinics have opportunities to work, and
therefore, next level supervisors could
be watching you work. Some of these
clinics are advertised in Referee Maga-
zine and other places. Step 5 : Be coach-
able. Ed says “don't argue with what
they tell you and don't have an ex-
cuse. Even if you have an excuse, keep it
to yourself and
thank them for
the input. People
don't want to ar-
gue with you to
make their point.
Just be happy
you are getting feedback.” Next time
Steps 6-11 for aspiring NFL officials.



